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Credits  

 
 
Teechers 
By John Godber 
 
Produced by Blackeyed Theatre 
in association with South Hill Park Arts Centre 
 
 

Cast 
Salty     Jacob Addley 
Gail     Nicole Black 
Hobby  Rosalind Seal 
 

Artistic Team 
Director  Adrian McDougall  
Choreographer  Scott Jenkins 
Design  Victoria Spearing 
Costume Design   Naomi Gibbs 
Lighting Design  Charlotte McClelland 
Producer  Blackeyed Theatre, in association with  
  South Hill Park Arts Centre 
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Press Release  

 
 
Blackeyed Theatre, in association with South Hill Park, presents 
 

Teechers By John Godber 
UK Tour – Spring 2018 
 
 

In Spring 2018, Berkshire-based Blackeyed Theatre Company embarks on a 47-date UK tour 

of John Godber’s classic comedy, Teechers. The timeless classroom comedy has 

performances at theatres throughout England and Wales until 29 March. 
 

This is a revival of Blackeyed Theatre’s highly-acclaimed 2013 and 2015 productions of John 

Godber’s play about life at a struggling academy for Mr Nixon, an unsuspecting new drama 

teacher. Featuring breathtaking ensemble performances and a bang-up-to-date soundtrack,  

Teechers brings to life an array of terrifying teachers and hopeless pupils through the unique 

eyes of Salty, Gail and Hobby; three Year 11 students about to leave school for good. 

Crammed full of unforgettable characters, political left-hooks and razor-sharp comedy,  
Teechers is more relevant today than ever, a modern classic with something vital to say about 
education for the ‘haves’ and ‘have nots’. 
 

Director Adrian McDougall said, “I can promise audiences a brilliant evening’s entertainment, 

lots of laughs as well as one or two genuinely touching moments. In the light of recent 

comments made by government ministers about the importance of Arts in education, the 

messages contained in the play are more pertinent than ever.” 
 

Adrian McDougall directs Jake Addley, Nicole Black and Rosalind Seal in a production 

choreographed by Scott Jenkins. The artistic team includes Victoria Spearing (set design), 

Charlotte McClelland (lighting design) and Naomi Gibbs (costume design). 
 
 

Ends 
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 Tour Dates – Spring 2018 
 
 
Date Theatre Town / City 
Jan 25 - 26 Wilde Theatre 

7.45pm (+2pm Thu) 
Bracknell 

Jan 29 Whitty Theatre 
7pm 

Wokingham 

Jan 30 Bridge House Theatre 
7.30pm 

Warwick 

Jan 31 - Feb 3 Theatre Severn 
7.30pm (2.30pm Thu) 

Shrewsbury 

Feb 5 Harlow Playhouse Harlow 
Feb 6 - 7 Norwich Playhouse 

7.30pm (+1pm Tue) 
Norwich 

Feb 9 The Majestic Theatre 
7.30pm 

Darlington 

Feb 10 Square Chapel 
7.30pm 

Halifax 

Feb 13 - 15 Arena Theatre 
7.30pm (+1pm Wed) 

Wolverhampton 

Feb 17 Swan Theatre 
7.30pm 

Worcester 

Feb 19 - 20 Stantonbury Theatre 
7.30pm 

Milton-Keynes 

Feb 21 Middlesbrough Theatre 7.30pm Middlesbrough 
Feb 22 - 23 Customs House 

7.30pm 
South Shields 

Feb 24 Queen's Hall 
7.30pm 

Hexham 

Feb 26 - 28 Theatre Royal 
7.30pm (+2pm Wed) 

Bury St Edmunds 

Mar 1 - 2 New Theatre Royal 
7.30pm (+2pm Fri) 

Lincoln 

Mar 5 Key Theatre 
7.30pm 

Peterborough 

Mar 6 Cornerstone 
7.30pm 

Didcot 

Mar 7 Harrow Arts Centre 
7.30pm 

Harrow 

Mar 8 - 9 Towngate Theatre 
7.30pm 

Basildon 

Mar 10 Theatre Royal 
7.30pm 

Margate 

Mar 12 - 13 Mumford Theatre 
7.30pm (+2pm Tue) 

Cambridge 

Mar 14 Broadway Theatre 
7.30pm 

Letchworth 
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Mar 15 Garrick Theatre 
7.30pm 

Lichfield 

Mar 16 Aberystwyth Arts Centre 
7.30pm 

Aberystwyth 

Mar 19 Stahl Theatre 
7.45pm 

Oundle 

Mar 20 Haymarket Theatre 
2.30pm & 7.30pm 

Basingstoke 

Mar 21 The Lights 
7.30pm 

Andover 

Mar 23 The Berry Theatre 
7.30pm 

Hedge End 

Mar 24 Dorchester Arts Centre 
2.30pm & 8pm 

Dorchester 

Mar 26 Medina Theatre 
7.30pm 

Newport, Isle of Wight 

Mar 28 White Rock Theatre 
2pm & 7.30pm 

Hastings 

Mar 29 The Alexandra Theatre 
7.30pm 

Bognor Regis 
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Box Office Information 
 
 
Title 
 

Teechers 
 

Author 
 

John Godber – also wrote Bouncers, Shakers, April in 
Paris, Up ‘n’ Under, Lucky Sods 
 

Company 
 

Blackeyed Theatre -  www.blackeyedtheatre.co.uk 

Running time 
 

Approx 110 minutes including interval 
 

Type of event 
 

Play, comedy 

Style of work Fast-moving comedy where three actors play over 20 
different characters in a play within a play. 
 

Description Three Year 11 students at a struggling comprehensive 
school perform a play about their experiences at school 
since the arrival of a new drama teacher. Creating over 
twenty colourful characters between them, including 
disgruntled teachers, unruly students and obstructive 
caretakers, they paint a very funny – and at times touching 
– picture of school life and a damning insight into a two-
tier education system. A fast-moving and hilarious 
classroom classic! 
 

Warnings Some loud music, some mild swear words 
 

Age suitability 12+ 
 

Number of 
performers 

3 
 
 

Additional 
activities 

Post-show Q&As may be available. Please check with 
venue 
 
Workshops for schools available – please contact 
Adrian@blackeyedtheatre.co.uk 
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Cast 
 

 

Jake Addley (Salty) 
 
Jake trained at the Brits School of Performing Arts.  
 
His theatre credits include Teechers and Mother 
Courage (Blackeyed Theatre UK tours), One Fine 
Day (Edinburgh Festival), for which he was 
nominated for Best Solo Performer by The Stage, 
Up And Down (GaGa Theatre), Animalpabet (Hit 
The Mark UK tour), Billy And The Snow Dragon 
and The Gruffalo’s Child (world tour 2016 and 
West End 2017), Peter Pan, Snow White and 
Aladdin. (South Hill Park Arts Centre), Dick 
Whittington (Towngate, Basildon), and Robin 
Hood (Queen’s, Barnstable).   
 
Jake’s television credits include Doctors for the 
BBC. 
 
Jake is very pleased to be touring once more with 
Blackeyed Theatre and is delighted to be reprising 
the role of Salty. 
 
 

 

Nicole Black (Gail) 
 
Nicole trained at ALRA. She was awarded the Sir 
John Gielgud award in 2011 and was a Spotlight 
Prize nominee in 2012.  
 
She has just finished workshopping her own play, 
Kiki, at Birmingham REP and will be touring it in 
Autumn 2018 
 
Nicole’s theatre Credits include The Dream 
Factory (HOSC, UK Tour), Fenrir (Merge Bankside 
Festival), Submerged (Arcola), The Dream 
Factory (HOSC, Little Angel Theatre), 50/50 
Women in the West End (The Arts Theatre), The 
People Show Openlab (Barbican Centre), Greeks 
Exposed (Almeida), Woman in Black (Fortune 
Theatre West End), Teechers (Blackeyed Theatre, 
UK tour), Four Little Children Who Went Around 
the World (Jenkins Ait), Unfolding Shakespeare’s 
London - The Renaissance Body (RSC), 
Rummage Show (The People Show) 
 
Her film credits include Sticks (Brickwork Films) 
and The Jossers (The People Show). 
 
Nicole played Gail in Blackeyed Theatre’s 2013 
production of Teechers and is very much looking 
forward to returning.  
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Rosalind Seal (Hobby) 
 
Rosalind trained at Mountview Academy of Theatre 
Arts.  

Her theatre credits include Abigail's Party (Theatre 
Royal Bath / UK Tour), Fat Pig (English Theatre 
Hamburg), Rapid Response: Moonface (Theatre 
503), Almost Connect (Falling Pennies), Macbeth 
(Tigz Theatre) and Romeo and Juliet (The Cockpit 
Theatre).  

Rosalind’s short Film credits include Blind Date 
(Elegant If Productions), The Pool (AKA Films).  

Her other credits include Tom Jones (Radio), All 
New People (Still Photo - Duke of York Theatre). 
Credits whilst training include: Woman of Troy; 
Sleepless; We Happy Few; The Comedy of Errors; 
August: Osage County; Three Sisters; Macbeth; 
The Winter Guest; Cntl, Alt, Delete; Lord of the 
Flies; A Midsummer Night's Dream.  
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Press Quotes 
 
From the 2013 and 2015 productions of Teechers: 
 
“HILARIOUS” 
The Stage 
 
“TOP OF THE CLASS - 10/10” 
British Theatre Guide 
 
“A HILARIOUS AND TIMELESS PRODUCTION” 
Film & TV Now 
 
“BAGS OF ENERGY, INGENUITY AND IMPRESSIVE PHYSICALITY” 
The Good Review 
 
“A TOP OF THE CLASS PRODUCTION” 
British Theatre Guide 
 
“TREMENDOUS MUST-SEE PERFORMANCE”  
Ipswich Spy 
 
“A NON STOP, LAUGH A MINUTE ROMP”  
Grapevine 
 
“INCREDIBLE TO WATCH... ESSENTIAL VIEWING” 
Cuckoo Review 
 
“A MASTERCLASS IN THE POWER OF THE IMAGINATION” 
In Suffolk 
 
“BLACKEYED THEATRE GET AN A* FOR TEECHERS” 
Hereford Times 
 
“NON-STOP FUNNY” 
Get Reading 
 
“ONE OF THE MOST INNOVATIVE, AUDACIOUS COMPANIES WORKING IN 
CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH THEATRE”  
The Stage 
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Audience Reaction 
 
 
A Selection of quotes from audiences of our 2013 and 2015 productions of Teechers: 
 
“The performers were outstanding. The choreography/direction was brilliant. It was dynamic, 
energetic and thoughtful” 
 
“brilliant, funny and just what I needed for As level drama!!!” 
 
“Fantastic cast who literally left me exhausted. A must see” 
 
“Teechers is the funniest play I've ever seen! I was laughing the entire way through!” 
 
“a truly brilliant show, a masterclass of great acting and direction” 
 
“A stunning production. Please congratulate the incredible cast for their energetic 
performance. Fantastic!!” 
 
“Wow, Teechers was amazing tonight! The show was stunning, if you haven't got tickets, go 
and get them!” 
 
“One of the best pieces of theatre I have seen in a LONG time. The energy, quality of comic 
acting and pathos were all wonderful. My 13 year old daughter and I both had a fabulous 
evening so thank you so very much. I still ache from laughing!” 
 
“Thank you! For making my daughter’s first experience of drama so much fun and reminding 
me how great live theatre is” 
 
“Absolutely amazing show tonight! Feel so much more prepared for my exam on Teechers 
on Wednesday, plus a great night!” 
 
“Literally the best piece of theatre I've ever seen #wow” 
 
“Fantastic show tonight. Our students loved the show and have been inspired by your 
hilarious characters. Thanks!” 
 
“I want to thank the cast and company for staging such an excellent production. The pupils 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and felt really involved, motivated an inspired by the 
performance” 
 
“I was astonished by the level of skill shown by the three actors as they wove the story 
through the many characters and scenes. “Outstanding”!” 
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Teechers – The Play 
 
Teechers is a play by John Godber, written in 1984 and published in 1985. It was first 
performed by the Hull Truck Theatre Company at the 1987 Edinburgh Festival starring 
Martin Barass as Salty, Gill Tompkins as Gail and Shirley Anne Selby as Hobby. It is a play 
within a play in which three students put on a performance to their teachers. Everything in 
the play is reduced to the bare essentials, with very little set and the three actors playing 
twenty other parts. However, it could also be performed with twenty different actors. Godber 
also specified the use of contemporary chart music to keep the play current. 
Three school leavers, Salty, Hobby and Gail Saunders perform to the audience an account 
of their time in High School (given the name 'Whitewall' for their performance), specifically 
their time with Mr. Jeff Nixon, the new drama teacher who ignites their passion for the stage 
with his idealism and belief that all children should be treated equally. The children mention 
that the names of the characters have been changed: Mr Nixon's real name is Mr Harrison, 
mentioned at the beginning. At the end of the play he leaves Whitewall High School to teach 
at St George's, another school with a much better reputation. 
 
Characters in Teechers 

• Ian "Salty" Salt - a school-leaver, bright and fresh-faced, rather dirty in appearance 
(also plays Jeff Nixon, Pete Saxon, Oggy Moxon, Mr Hatton and Deanie) 

• Lillian "Hobby" Hobson – shy, of large build and doing the play despite herself (also 
plays Mrs Cordelia Parry, Ms Jones, Mr Basford, Ron, Simon "Piggy" Patterson, 
Oggy Moxon and Mrs Clifton) 

• Gail Saunders - Loud mouthed and bossy, attractive and full of enthusiasm (also 
plays Ms Maureen Whitham, Oggy Moxon, Mr Basford, Miss Jackie Prime, Barry 
Wobschall, Dennis, Doug and Mrs Coates) 

 
Characters within Gail, Hobby and Salty's play 

• Mr Nixon - the drama teacher, socialist and idealistic 
• Mrs Parry - the headmistress 
• Ms Maureen Whitham - A fussy and hopeless teacher, desperate to leave 
• Doug - The caretaker, a miserable old man, he hates kids and drama 
• Ms Jones - A moaner, rather fat, someone who wants to leave but no-one will employ 

her 
• Mr Dean "Deanie" - A teacher who thinks all the kids love him, a bad dancer 
• Bobby "Oggy" Moxon - The cock of the school, looks much older than he actually is, 

the school bully in a modern age 
• Peter "Pete" Saxon - A large, frightening youth with tattoos, appears foolish 
• Mr Fisher - Head of PE 
• Barry Wobschall - A small boy who never brings his PE kit 
• Simon "Piggy" Patterson - A boy who is always telling on others, he always runs to 

his lessons 
• Ron - A boy who never does PE 
• Mr Hatton - Helps with the youth club dance 
• Dennis - Oggy's side-kick 
• Jeff "Niko" Nixon - New drama teacher, young and casual 
• Mrs Cordelia Parry - The Head Mistress, large and loud, a real eccentric 
• Mr Derek Basford - The Deputy Head, a typical child hater, a nasty piece of work 
• Miss Jackie Prime (later Short) - Dolly bird of a PE mistress 
• Mrs Coates - Head Mistress at Saint George's 
• Mrs Clifton - Head of Governors at Saint George's 
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John Godber 
 
John was born the son of a miner in Upton, West Yorkshire. He trained as a teacher of 
drama at Bretton Hall College. Whilst he was Head of Drama at Minsthorpe High School, the 
school he attended as a student, he won every major award at the National Student Drama 
Festival between 1981 and 1983. 
 
He has recently completed a new play for David Pugh Ltd and is working with DLT 
productions on a new BBC comedy series. 
 
John’s plays are performed across the world. He has the distinction of being one of the most 
performed writers in the English language. He has won numerous awards for his plays, 
including a Laurence Olivier Award and seven Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Awards. 
His plays include: Bouncers, Up ‘n’ Under, April in Paris, Teechers, Blood, Sweat and Tears, 
Cramp, Happy Jack, September in the Rain, Salt of the Earth, Passion Killers, Happy 
Families, Up ‘n’ Under ll, Gym and Tonic, Dracula, Lucky Sods, Hooray for Hollywood, 
Weekend Breaks, It Started With a Kiss, Unleashed, Thick As a Brick, Big Trouble in the 
Little Bedroom, Seasons in the Sun, On a Night Like This, Our House, Departures, Men of 
the World, Reunion, Screaming Blue Murder, Black Ties and Tales, Perfect Pitch, Going 
Dutch, Christmas Crackers and Crown Prince. 
 
Within his extensive career in writing and directing in TV and film, John also devised the 
BBC2 series Chalkface, and his screenplay My Kingdom for a Horse, starring Sean Bean, 
was nominated for an Alternative BAFTA Award. 
 
John’s first feature film, Up ‘n’ Under, was released in January 1998. In 2005, he co-wrote 
Odd Squad for BBC2 with his wife, Jane, which was shot in Hull using local actors. Odd 
Squad won two British Academy of Film and Television Arts Awards in the Schools Drama 
category and in the BAFTA Original Writer section. 
 
John has an MA from Leeds University, an hon DLitt from Hull University, an hon DLitt from 
Lincoln University, a DUni from the Open University and was a PHD research student for five 
years at Leeds University. He is a professor of contemporary theatre at Liverpool Hope 
University, a visiting professor of drama at Hull University, a professor at Sheffield Hallam 
University, a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and a fellow of Regents University, London. 
 
John was Artistic Director of Hull Truck for 26 years, taking it from bankruptcy in 1984 to its 
new home in a £15 million theatre in 2010. Further information can be found at 
www.johngodber.co.uk  
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Interview with Producer and Director, Adrian McDougall 
 
 
This is your third production of Teechers. Why did you want to direct it again?  
I’d always wanted to direct Teechers. I come from a family of teachers, so grew up hearing 
about education from the teacher’s perspective. They’d moan about poor behaviour and 
regale each other with staffroom gossip!  So I suppose the play speaks to me for that 
reason; I believe in the play’s messages.  
 
Equally though, I love the audacity of Teechers, the idea that you create a world using little 
more that a few bits of furniture. For me it’s what theatre is all about and a brilliant 
opportunity for us as the artistic team and for the audience. Minimal set, minimal costume, 
simple lighting and just three actors, Teechers strips theatre right back, takes away the frills 
and takes us on a journey that’s extremely funny but at times rather touching. 
 
How would you describe Teechers as a play? 
It’s a comedy first and foremost, and the comedy comes in a large part from the brilliant 
characters John Godber has written and the relationships between them. Anyone who’s 
been to school will have met some or all of them! But like all great Godber plays, behind the 
comedy is an ascorbic social commentary, an attack on an education system that often 
marginalises the arts and ignores students’ potential.  
 
How relevant are those messages today? 
More relevant than ever, in my opinion. The last time we did Teechers (in 2015) the then 
Education Secretary, Nicky Morgan, was telling teenagers they should steer away from arts 
and humanities subjects if they wanted to access the widest range of jobs. Three years on 
and the government’s English Baccalaureate includes none of the arts in its core of subjects 
student must take at GCSE. These examples are indicative of what – in my opinion – is a 
fundamental lack of understanding about the role the Arts play in a young person’s 
education, and there’s no doubt in my mind that the marginalisation of the Arts is getting 
worse. But crucially, those who are affected most by that are students at non fee-paying 
schools. 
 
And that’s the other key message in the play, the fact that the quality of the education you 
get is essentially a postcode lottery, that schools in more affluent areas often attract the best 
teachers and get the best results. That’s fundamentally unfair. 
  
So why are the Arts so important for a young person’s education? 
The Arts require us to think creatively and critically, to use our imaginations. They encourage 
us to see other perspectives and therefore be more empathetic to others. They’re an outlet 
for channelling emotions constructively and fulfilling untapped potential, for expressing things 
that are impossible to say or write. These are all vital qualities and skills that underpin the 
way we relate to each other and the way we work and communicate. And they’re 
transferable to all career paths.  
 
And then there’s the purely commercial reason. A recent report published by the Arts 
Council revealed that the art and culture sector is growing at a rate five times faster than 
the UK economy. It also found that Culture pays £2.6 billion taxes, which equates to £5 
for every £1 of public investment. As John Tiffany, director of Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child in London’s West End, said in an interview for The Stage recently, “Jo [JK Rowling] 
and me went to state school…the piece of theatre that is probably going to make the country 
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more money than any other piece of theatre in its history would not exist if we were 
graduating today.” 
 
How do you approach a play like Teechers, which is so well-known?  
Making a play like Teechers work depends on a number of factors. Having brilliant actors 
who work well together is the most important, and in Jake, Nicole and Rosalind I know I have 
a fabulous, supportive cast. For each of them, creating a Salty, Gail and Hobby who 
audiences can relate to and believe in is vital. The characters we then create within ‘the play 
within a play’ have to be distinct and bold. For me, that’s about continuously looking at it 
through the eyes of these fifteen year-olds performing for their mates and teachers. As 
Godber points out, it’s in exercising their imaginations that Salty, Gail and Hobby find their 
love of drama. In creating our interpretations of Oggy, Basford, Parry and Prime (to name 
just a few), we’ve tried to be as imaginative and creative as possible. 
  
What do you hope audiences will take from the performance? 
I hope to give audiences a brilliant piece of entertainment, lots of laughs as well as one or 
two genuinely touching moments. Although written in 1984, our version is very much set in 
2018, a time defined by social media, cheap celebrity and the uncertainty of ‘Brexit’. Young 
or old, I think audiences will recognise some if not all the characters in the play from their 
own school days. I have three brilliant young actors, a great script and two weeks to create 
our unique interpretation of the play.
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Cast Interviews 
 
 

Jake Addley (who plays Salty)  
 
Where did you grow up and go to school? 
I grew up in the town of Bracknell. I started primary school at St Margaret Clitherow in 
Bracknell where I spent my life at that age wanting to be a football player, fireman or a 
superhero. I went on to Sandhurst school until I was 14 and then Garth Hill College in 
Bracknell where I took Performing Arts and Dance as subjects along with History, which has 
always been a little secret passion of mine. Garth really was what pushed me into loving 
theatre and auditioning for the BRIT School of Performing Arts and Technology where I 
attended and until 2009, studying musical theatre.  
 
When and what was your first experience of drama? 
My first theatrical experience was at the South Hill Park Arts Centre in Bracknell in an 
outdoor community Shakespeare production of Much Ado About Nothing at the age of 10. 
This production gave me my first taste for performing to an audience, the excitement of 
stage combat and the many exciting and wacky people that have remained close friends of 
mine ever since. From that first Shakespeare production, I performed every year in South 
Hill Park’s Community summer shows, Easter shows and their professional pantomimes until 
I was about 17. Alongside all this, South Hill Park has provided me with many other 
opportunities and projects as well as introducing me to a huge number of contacts. SHP 
really was my safety net that allowed me to try things out, fail or succeed. I would not be 
doing what I do today without it. 
  
What do you hope audiences will get from seeing Teechers? 
I hope that audiences, especially young audiences, will have a fantastic evening out at the 
theatre. It’s a brilliant script with lots of fantastic comic moments. I hope all audiences will 
relate to the characters in this show, from the strictest teacher to the biggest bully. This is 
going to be a truly fantastic show so please come along and have as much fun as I have had 
being a part of it all.  
 
How do you go about preparing for a multi-role show like Teechers? 
I would prepare for multi-rolling in the same way I would prepare for any role. You focus on 
each individual character, as well as their physical movements and vocal styles. The great 
thing about this show is that all the characters involved in this production are people you can 
easily relate to. The biggest challenge is working on the transitions between characters and 
making it very clear for an audience. Ultimately, our job is to tell a story and make it as clear 
and as entertaining as possible to an audience.  
 
 
 
Nicole Black (who plays Gail)  
 
Where did you grow up and go to school? 
I grew up in North London and went to a convent school called St Martha’s and then to a 
comprehensive school called Dame Alice Owens. I owe everything to my drama teacher 
Miss McGonagle who sparked my love for theatre. Having the support from a teacher at that 
early stage was crucial in my life. She gave me the opportunities and all the advice on how 
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to become an actress professionally.  
 
When and what was your first experience of drama? 
My first memory of theatre was when I was in year 2. All I had to do was receive an injection 
in the buttocks! I reacted in quite a dramatic fashion and I remember the whole school were 
in hysterics. I loved hearing the school laugh and couldn’t believe it was because of 
something I had done. From that moment I was hooked.  
 
What are you looking forward to most about Teechers? 
I’m looking forward to getting back into the rehearsal room again and playing my favourite 
character Jackie Prime! I have amazing memories of working on Teechers in 2013 and am 
looking forward to working with Jake again. It will be interesting to see how the dynamics 
develop with Rosalind. I can’t wait to work with her! 
 
You’ll be playing multiple (and very varied) roles. How do you approach that as an 
actor? 
We are all playing so many different roles and remain on stage throughout the performance, 
so have to be very clear on character, pitch and physicality for each role. It’s such a fast 
pace production so clear differentiation between characters is a priority.  
 
What do you hope audiences will take from seeing the show? 
Teechers is a timeless piece of theatre. Everyone goes through the educational system, so 
the play appeals to all ages. It not only highlights the importance of education, but the right 
to an education and evokes individual memories for everyone in the audience.  
 
Which places on the tour do you have links with? 
There are so many venues that we will be returning to from the tour in 2013. It will be so nice 
to revisit the theatres again! 
 
 
 
Rosalind Seal (who plays Hobby)  
 
Where did you grow up and go to school? 
I grew up in Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, and stayed here right up until I left for drama 
school. I attended high school at South Bromsgrove High School to then join Birmingham 
Theatre School prior to Drama School.  
 
When and what was your first experience of drama? 
My first experience was when I joined stagecoach at the age of 6, I had seen an advert in 
the local paper and my parents took me along to an open day and I fell in love with it. My 
time at stagecoach solidified my desire to peruse a career in acting.  
  
You’ll be playing multiple (and very varied) roles. How do you approach that as an 
actor? 
I’m a firm believer in character building. Mostly through what’s in the text but also playing 
with the character and what feels right physically, which is hugely important when playing a 
variety of people in one scene. I’ve always loved discovering why certain characters hold 
themselves a certain way or speak a certain way and that’s what’s so exciting about working 
as a company to create these dynamic characters. It’s about being open to anything.  
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Which places on the tour do you have links with?  
I grew up in Worcestershire, and know Worcester city well, but have never played there. 
I have family near Halifax and also family on Hayling Island, near both Bognor Regis and the 
Isle of Wight.  
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Artistic Team 
 
 
Director & 
Producer 

 
Adrian McDougall 
Adrian is the founder and Artistic Director of Blackeyed Theatre. He grew up 
in Berkshire, studying modern languages at Southampton University, going 
on to work in marketing and PR, before becoming a theatre producer in 
2004. 
 
Since Blackeyed Theatre’s very first production, Effie’s Burning, he has 
produced 20 national tours, including the world premiere of Steven Berkoff’s 
Oedipus and brand new stage adaptations of Dracula, Frankenstein, The 
Great Gatsby and The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde. As a director, 
his credits include – for Blackeyed Theatre - the world premiere of The 
Beekeeper and national tours of Oh What A Lovely War, Teechers and Alfie, 
as well as Brassed Off and House And Garden (for South Hill Park). He has 
also worked as an actor, touring the UK with Oddsocks Productions, 
Premiere Stage Productions and the Phoenix Theatre Company. 
 
Adrian is also a director of CentreStage Partnership, a leading provider of 
experiential learning and behavioural coaching to organisations from the 
public and private sectors (www.cstage.co.uk). He lives in Bracknell with his 
wife and two young children, supporting and participating in community 
theatre when he has time! 
 

 
Choreographer 

 
Scott Jenkins 
Scott trained at the Urdang Academy of Dance and Musical Theatre where 
he attained top marks. Since graduating, his theatre work includes The 
Pirates of Penzance (London), Workshops for Spamalot (London), Mack ‘n’ 
Mabel (Kenton Theatre), Oklahoma (Newbury Corn Exchange) as well as 
Cabarets as a dancer and singer in and around Reading. Scott Currently 
works as a Director/Choreographer & Artistic Director for a number of 
companies, and credits include Disco Inferno (Choreographer), All Shook Up 
(Director and Choreographer), West Side Story (Choreographer), Beauty 
and the Beast (Director and Choreographer). He works extensively with 
Berzerk Productions, where he has been coaching children in acting and 
dancing for over 10 years. He has been nominated for the pride of Reading 
awards for his continuous dedication and support to the young people of 
Reading.  
 

 
Designer 

 
Victoria Spearing 
Graduating from Bretton Hall in Theatre Design and Technology in 2001, 
Victoria started work as a freelance set designer with South Hill Park Arts 
Centre, where she is now resident designer. 
 
This will be the twentieth design for Blackeyed Theatre, from The Caretaker 
to the highly acclaimed tours of Not About Heroes, Dracula and Teechers. 
Her design for The Beekeeper was nominated for the Best Set Design in the 
2012 Off West End Theatre Awards. 
 
She has designed over one hundred sets for a variety of companies, 
producing initial sketches and model boxes through to involvement in set 
building, painting and final dressing. 
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For South Hill Park she has designed the last twelve pantomimes, as well as 
a range of in-house productions, including Summer Holiday, Brassed Off, 
Stepping Out, Blood Brothers, Calendar Girls, Oliver, Henry V, The 
Tempest, Billy Elliot and Oh What A Lovely War. She also redesigned South 
Hill Park’s Wilde Theatre Bar and Foyer to create a new performance space. 
Her design work for other companies includes the world premier of A Little 
History of the World (Watermill Theatre), The Dumb Waiter, Miss Julie, 
Waiting for Godot, Race and The Nativity that Goes Wrong (Reading Rep), 
Journey’s End, Dancing at Lughnasa, The Madness of George III, Three 
Men in a Boat and Birdsong (Original Theatre Company), Lotty’s War (Giddy 
Ox), Loserville (Youth Music Theatre), The History Boys and Danny the 
Champion of the World (London Contemporary Theatre), as well as various 
Christmas shows for The Castle Wellingborough. 
 
She lives in a small village with her husband and daughter and is currently 
using her design skills to transform her garden, that is of course when she is 
not busy reading a script, crafting a detailed model box or splattered with 
paint. 
 

 
Costume Designer 

 
Naomi Gibbs 
Naomi is a Southsea-based costume designer, resident at New Theatre 
Royal Portsmouth since becoming an associate artist with the Creative Lab 
during 2016. She has enjoyed frequent projects as a freelancer with theatre 
and the music industry after engaging with the local community on behalf of 
the New Theatre Royal as a textile artist in 2010, with the Living Memories 
project. It documented the Theatre’s history through the memories of its 
patrons. Since then, she has run various costume design, craft and textiles 
related workshops for school children and community groups through the 
theatre and local council’s art and cultural services. 
 
Naomi continued her work at NTR with her involvement as an assistant 
costume designer, maker and wardrobe-mistress in their 2010 adaptation of 
Treasure Island and by costume designing four subsequent shows 
performed at NTR; The Missing Years, Little Red and the Lonely Wolf, In 
Service to the True God by fellow Creative Lab associate Bernie Byrnes, 
and Roses and Castles by Phil Underwood. 
 
Outside of NTR, Naomi has a varied career, which began a decade ago, 
managing and sewing for a bridal boutique and has much more recently 
included working with Stopgap Dance company as costume designer for 
Moon Language, which was performed, at the Andover Lights. She has also 
worked with musician Adam Ant, a long-term client, designing and creating 
new costumes for his band’s next tour of the USA. 
 
One of Naomi’s current projects at New Theatre Royal is ongoing work 
towards restoring the boxes in the auditorium to their full Victorian style 
splendour, the interiors of which she has designed in accordance with the 
theatre’s history. Show-business aside, Naomi also undertakes private 
commissions to design and make all sorts of costumes and formal wear, 
including bespoke bridal-wear. Examples of her work can be found 
at www.societybelle.co.uk. 
 

 
Lighting Designer 

 
Charlotte McClelland 
Charlotte trained on an Arts Council bursary at Central School of Speech 
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and Drama. 
Previous work for Blackeyed Theatre includes Art, The Resistible Rise of 
Arturo Ui, Oedipus, Oh What A Lovely War, The Trial, The Beekeeper, 
Dracula, Not About Heroes, The Great Gatsby and Frankenstein. 
Other lighting designs include The Photophonic Experiment for 
Contemporary Music Network, Angels On High for Guildford International 
Music Festival (vertical dance on Guildford Cathedral), Carmen and The 
Marriage of Figaro for Longborough Festival Opera, Snow White for South 
Hill Park Arts Centre, The Baghdad Monologue, Lamentations and Chicos 
del 21 for Frances M Lynch/Electric Voice Theatre, Antigone for Actors of 
Dionysus. 
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Blackeyed Theatre 
 

 
“One of the most innovative, audacious 
companies working in contemporary English 
theatre” The Stage  

 

Blackeyed Theatre has been creating exciting, sustainable theatre throughout the UK since 
2004. We have taken our work to over a hundred different theatres across England, 
Scotland and Wales.  

Central to everything we do is our desire both to challenge and engage artists and 
audiences. As a company that receives minimal funding, we are proof that commercially 
successful theatre can still be innovative and can still surprise. We believe that only by 
balancing a desire to push artistic boundaries with an appreciation of what audiences have a 
desire to see do you create theatre that is truly sustainable, both commercially and 
artistically.  

We bring together artists with a genuine passion for the work they produce, offering a 
theatrical experience that’s both artistically excellent and affordable.  

The company is resident at South Hill Park Arts Centre in Bracknell, where we continue to 
create accessible theatre that challenges expectations, furthering our reputation as one of 
the UK’s leading touring theatre companies.  

Recent national tours include The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde, Frankenstein, The 
Great Gatsby, Teechers, Dracula, The Trial, Oh What A Lovely War, Mother Courage And 
Her Children, The Caucasian Chalk Circle and The Resistible Rose of Arturo Ui. 

 

For more information: 

www.blackeyedtheatre.co.uk 
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Images / Online Media / Contact Details 
 
 
For all enquiries, please contact: 
 
Adrian McDougall 
Blackeyed Theatre 
07766 681943 
Adrian@blackeyedtheatre.co.uk 
www.blackeyedtheatre.co.uk 
 
Marketing Materials 
Download from:  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9ng6p5hve248d4y/AACKNUOhZ5FvaoponfK4_Fm4a?dl=0 
Includes brochure images, production and press photos, education pack, E-shot images, 
Twitter/Facebook headers, logos, layered artwork. 
 
Video Trailer: 
Available from 29 January 2018 
 
Press Images: Available from 11 January 
Production images: Available from 25 January 
 
Interviews: Cast and ‘creatives’ are available for interviews. 
 
Social media links:  
Twitter page  
https://twitter.com/Blackeyedtheatr 
#Teechers2018 
 
YouTube playlist  
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1310ED26A6AADB80 
 
 
 

Blackeyed Theatre Ltd 

South Hill Park Arts Centre 

Ringmead 

Bracknell 

Berkshire RG12 7PA 

info@blackeyedtheatre.co.uk 

www.blackeyedtheatre.co.uk 
 

 

      

 

             

 


